
‘Bad Mothers and Invisible Fathers’: 
Parenting in the context of domestic 
violence 
For a perpetrator of domestic violence, one of the most effective ways to hurt 
and control his partner is to undermine her mothering. 

DVRVC’s newest Discussion Paper reviews the research on mothering and 
fathering in the context of domestic violence. It fi nds that women are often 
held responsible for the effects of their partner’s domestic violence on their 
children, while the behaviour of the violent man as a father remains invisible. 
It considers:
• What tactics do perpetrators of domestic violence use to undermine mothering?
• What effects does this have on a woman’s parenting and her relationship with her children?  
• What kind of fathering is provided by men who perpetrate domestic violence?
• Why do courts and services assume that a perpetrator of domestic violence will still be a good father? 
• How can services develop an understanding that children’s wellbeing is the responsibility of both 

parents, and hold perpetrators accountable for the effects of their behavior on their children?

‘Bad Mothers and Invisible Fathers’: Parenting in the context of domestic violence
Discussion Paper no.7, Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria, 2009 (50pp) 
By Ellen Fish, Mandy McKenzie and Helen MacDonald

Available Now - $20 each (including postage)
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Order form for DVRCV’s ‘Bad Mothers & Invisible Fathers’ Discussion Paper - FAX to 03 9486 9744

Name: ...................................................................................................

Organisation:  .............................................................................................
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